Treatment.
The stomach-pump was immediately used, and a considerable quantity of matter similar to what had been vomited, and containing fragments of tobacco, being washed out of the stomach, a pint of strong infusion of coffee was introduced in its place. Ke3ult. For about half an hour after this the symptoms abated, the convulsions ceased, and the pupils dilated. The were healthy, containing, however, much fluid blood posteriorly. The heart was empty, small, and contracted, the muscular substance being, at the same time, rather flaccid. The aorta contained dark fluid blood.
On examining the abdomen, the liver was found to be congested, but normal in texture; the gall-bladder contained dark fluid bile ; the spleen firm, but pale; the kidneys were much congested, the medullary substance being very dark, and, on section, exuding a good deal of dark fluid blood.
The stomach was distended with beef-tea and mucus fluid. The mucous coat was corrugated, and presented several ecchymosed patches.
The large and small intestines were contracted to a remarkable extent throughout their entire length, and contained not the slightest trace of fecal matter.
They presented several abrasions of the mucous membrane, and a considerable quantity of mucus fluid tinged with blood. The mucous membrane of the intestines was everywhere of a deep-red colour, produced, apparently, by imbibition of the blood-stained mucus which they contained. The glands of the mucous coats were enlarged and congested. One remarkable feature of the case remains to be noticed, namely, the complete rigor mortis which was observed on making the post-mortem examination, combined with a perfectly fluid state of the blood in all the large vessels of the body. This combination is certainly very rarely observed; and perhaps is to be explained, in this case, by the persistence of the convulsive spasms which preceded death, constituting the rigidity which was observed in the dead body, and taking the place of the post-mortem rigidity which usually follows death, but very rarely follows it, so far as I have observed, in those cases where the blood remains fluid.
